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SHORT COMMUNICATION 

CO~STITUE~S OF THE BARK OF SKKINGIA ~UGr~ (STANDL) 

T. NAKANO 

Depahmento de Quimica, Institute Venemhno de Invcstigacioncs CientMcas, Caracm 

E. COROlHlE 

Ekuela de Qulmica, Facuhd de Ciencias. Universidad Gsntral de Venezuela, Caracas 

(I&&& 29 September 1967, revhi mumscript receid 15 Noamber 1967) 

Plant: ~i~k~g~ kiugii (Stand1 )-Rubiaceae. 
Uses: Not known. 
Previous work: None. 
Compounds tiolated: The extraction of the dried bark (215 kg) with methanol yielded 

the basic fraction (38 g, 0.14 per cent) and the neutral fraction (147 g, 0.17 per cent). The 
basic fraction afforded harman C12HrcN2, m.p. 243” (from acetone) (m.p., mxd. m.p., and 
i.r.); NMR (82.82 ppm 3H, singlet, CH,; 87-9 ppm 7H); U.V. err 235, 298, 350 nm 
(loge 454, 4.25, 3.67); methiodide, m.p. 292” (from methanol-ether); U.V. hEErr 252, 307, 
375 run (loge 4=33,4*22 and 353); A “Lr’r+“” 281, 330 nm (loge 4.35, 3.68); picrate, m.p, 
263-265” (from ethanol). 

The neutral fraction was c~orna~~ph~ on alumina. The chlorofo~~th~ol 
fraction afforded ~-~it~~te~o~ CssHssO, m.p. 1425-143” (from acetone) (m.p., mxd. m.p., 
and i.r.); acetate, m.p. 1275-128.5” (from acetone). 

From mother liquors of fl-sitosterol there was isolated a small amount (25 mg) of a 
compound, m.p. 133-1335’. The benzene fraction afforded a material, m.p. 70-73” (from 
acetone). This compound showed a carbonyl band at 1740 crr~--~, could not be reduced with 
sodium borohydride but with lithium aluminium hydride. 
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